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For readers of The Light Between Oceans and The Island of Sea Women, a feminist adventure
story set against the backdrop of the dangerous pearl diving industry in 19th-century Western
Australia, about a young English woman who sets off to uncover the truth about the
disappearance of her eccentric father.Western Australia, 1886. After months at sea, a slow boat
makes its passage from London to the shores of Bannin Bay. From the deck, young Eliza
Brightwell and her family eye their strange, new home. Here is an unforgiving land where fortune
sits patiently at the bottom of the ocean, waiting to be claimed by those brave enough to venture
into its depths. An ocean where pearl shells bloom to the size of soup plates, where men are
coaxed into unthinkable places and unspeakable acts by the promise of unimaginable
riches.Ten years later, the pearl-diving boat captained by Eliza’s eccentric father returns after
months at sea—without Eliza’s father on it. Whispers from townsfolk point to mutiny or murder.
Headstrong Eliza knows it’s up to her to discover who, or what, is really responsible.As she
searches for the truth, Eliza discovers that beneath the glamorous veneer of the pearling
industry, lies a dark underbelly of sweltering, stinking decay. The sun-scorched streets of Bannin
Bay, a place she once thought she knew so well, are teeming with corruption, prejudice, and
blackmail. Just how far is Eliza willing to push herself in order to solve the mystery of her missing
father? And what family secrets will come to haunt her along the way?A transporting feminist
adventure story based on Lizzie Pook’s deep research into the pearling industry and the era of
British colonial rule in Australia, Moonlight and the Pearler’s Daughter is ultimately about the
lengths one woman will travel to save her family.
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C. Timms, “Stunning historical novel. A stunning, meticulously researched historical novel set in
Australia in the late 1800s. Lizzie Pook's rich and evocative prose captures the heat, the wildlife
and the industry of this pearling town, transporting the reader back in time. Eliza's nerve and
determination makes her the perfect protagonist to take the reader on this mystery solving
journey, as she faces off against corrupt and unfeeling townsfolk in the quest to find out what's
happened to her father. I knew nothing about pearling when I started reading this book, but not
only does Pook's novel manage to weave a thrilling yet emotional adventure plot throughout, the
historical context is illuminating and expertly handled.”

avid reader, “Fabulous read from a new author. Such a great debut novel. Excellent story and
hugely descriptive writing about not only a part of history I knew nothing about but the flora and
fauna of Australia. Very evocative. The story is well paced and has some interesting characters
who were engaging.  No hesitation in saying read this book and enjoy!”

Helen Ochyra, “Couldn’t put it down!. This wonderful book is the sort you pick up one evening
and can’t put down again, instead reading long into the night. The story is compelling but what
really makes this book stand out is it’s vivid rendering of northwest Australia and Lizzie’s
beautiful descriptions and turns of phrase. Highly recommended!”

Sandi, “Excellent read. I would highly recommend this novel. You are transported back in time to
Australia and from the descriptive writing you experience all the main character feels. The story
grips you from the start.”

Carol Byrne, “Very descriptive historical novel. A very descriptive novel, Lizzie must have done a
huge amount of research about the flora, fauna and history of the pearlers in Australia, great
heroine and a couldn’t put down suspense, thoroughly enjoyed this debut novel and it would
make a great film, well done Lizzie Pook”

The book by Lizzie Pook has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 90 people have provided feedback.
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